Introduced by Council Member Freeman and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Hazouri and Brosche:



RESOLUTION 2018-742
HONORING AND COMMEMORATING LANA TAYLOR IN HER PURSUIT TO BE A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE DIRECTOR; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Lana Taylor, a native of Jacksonville, is a 15-year-old high school student filmmaker. She attends Douglas Anderson School of the Arts studying Cinematic Arts.  Her passion began with the early writings of screenplays at the age of nine. Lana’s gift to create and tell stories quickly expanded into a nonstop mission to make and direct short films; and

WHEREAS, Miss Taylor is a local treasure with talent to impact the entire film industry. In 2017, she wrote, directed, and choreographed an evangelical play called “Spoiled Milk and Burnt Cookies” which opened to local patrons. Since then, Lana has engulfed herself in “learning the ropes” and going the distance in the world of film. Lana’s latest work is a documentary on her friend, Taylor Robinson, known as Astronaut Starbright. The film tells Robinson’s story of STEM advocacy (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math), while following her through this amazing period in her busy life as a girl who recognizes the need for representation. The film was selected for the All American High School Film Festival,  Hollywood Independent Filmmaker Awards and Festival, Austin Film Festival, Los Angeles International Children’s Film Festival, and National Film Festival for Talented Youth. Lana Taylor’s film has earned three major awards, which are the Best Documentary Short with the Los Angeles Independent Film Festival; the Woman Filmmaker Award of Recognition with the Hollywood International Independent Documentary Awards; and most recently, the Female Rising Star with the All American High School Film Festival; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Lana Taylor for her creativity and determination in the pursuit of her dreams. She is an inspiration to everyone to strive for excellence and never give up on reaching for the stars and beyond. The City Council hereby encourages Lana to continue to be great and represent the City of Jacksonville with pride.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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